
Ontario requirements – Proof of Vaccination 
 
Effective tomorrow, Wednesday, September 22, 2021 the government of Ontario 
has announced that it will be introducing a mandatory policy re proof of full COVID 
vaccination.  This policy is NOT the same as those introduced in other jurisdictions. 
 
I have been asked whether, under the new policy, proof of vaccine will be required 
for square and round dancing.  The short answer, at least as far as indoor dancing 
is concerned, appears to be "Yes".  
 
Below is the pertinent extract from the government's announcement (emphasis 
added).  You can find the complete text at  
news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000779/ontario-to-require-proof-of-vaccination-in-
select-settings 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
As of September 22, 2021, Ontarians will need to be fully vaccinated (two doses 
plus 14 days) and provide their proof of vaccination along with photo ID to access 
certain public settings and facilities. This approach focuses on higher-risk indoor 
public settings where face coverings cannot always be worn and includes: 

• Restaurants and bars (excluding outdoor patios, as well as delivery and 
takeout); 

• Nightclubs (including outdoor areas of the establishment); 
• Meeting and event spaces, such as banquet halls and conference/convention 

centres; 
• Facilities used for sports and fitness activities and personal fitness 

training, such as gyms, fitness and recreational facilities with the 
exception of youth recreational sport; 

• Sporting events; 
• Casinos, bingo halls and gaming establishments; 
• Concerts, music festivals, theatres and cinemas; 
• Strip clubs, bathhouses and sex clubs; 
• Racing venues (e.g., horse racing). 

These mandatory requirements would not apply to outdoor settings where the risk 
of transmission is lower, including patios, with the exception of outdoor nightclub 
spaces given the risk associated with the setting. In addition, these requirements 
will not apply to settings where people receive medical care, food from grocery 
stores, medical supplies and the like. Aligned with public health measures 
currently in place, indoor masking policies will continue to remain in 
place. ......... 
 



........ Ontarians currently have access to a paper or PDF vaccine receipt 
that includes all relevant information to prove that they are fully 
vaccinated. As of September 22, Ontarians will be required to show their 
vaccine receipt when entering designated settings along with another 
piece of photo identification, such as a driver’s licence or health card. 
This is similar initial implementation approach announced in British 
Columbia. 
 
Ontario will also introduce an enhanced digital vaccine receipt that features a QR 
code, which is safe, more secure and with you wherever you go. This digital 
vaccine receipt can be kept on a phone and easily used to show that you've been 
vaccinated if you need to. In addition, the province will launch a new app to make 
it easier and more convenient for businesses and organizations to read and verify 
that a digital vaccine receipt is valid, while protecting your privacy. 
 
 


