
 Legal Report to Federation Board 
 September 12, 2021 
 
Earlier this summer, as the province moved into Stage 3 of Ontario’s Re-opening Plan, I contacted the 
Ontario government seeking guidance on what a return to dancing might look like under Stage 3 rules, see 
the exchange of information below. 
 
However, this exchange took place prior to the province declaring that we are now in the 4th Wave of the 
pandemic.  In most parts of the province the rules re masking and social distancing have now been 
tightened by the local health authorities.  Following the answer from the government is a copy of the new 
rules currently being imposed by the City of Ottawa.  While these are specific to Ottawa, I expect that 
they are not too dissimilar from the rules being imposed elsewhere in the province.  Of particular interest 
to us are articles 3 and 4 the document. 
 
Dave Western 
Director (Legal) 
OSRDF 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
On July 5 after several failed attempts to speak to someone at Ottawa Public Health to discuss the 
possible return to dancing under Stage 3, I contacted Ontario’s Minster of Health and asked for a contact 
with whom we could discuss the various issues. 
 
On July 27, I received a reply from Audley Stephenson of the Sport, Recreation and Recognition Division 
of Ontario’s Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries.  Audley said that he would 
respond to any questions we may have about returning to dancing during the current pandemic. 
 
On July 28 I sent the following message to Audley: 
 
Audley   
Thank you very much for getting back to me. 
 
The Ontario Square and Round Dance Federation represents clubs from all across Ontario and is a 
member of the Canadian Square and Round Dance Society.  The types of dancing done by our member 
clubs includes Modern Square Dancing, Round Dancing (aka Choreographed ballroom dancing, and 
Line Dancing.  For more information about the Federation, please see squaredance.on.ca/  . 
 
As we proceed through Stage 3 of the Ontario government's COVID recovery program, pressure from our 
dancers to return to the dance floor is increasing and as a result the Federation is receiving an increased 
number of queries from our members as to when we can safely resume dancing and which health 
protocols will be mandatory and which can either be adopted voluntarily or set aside completely. 
 
Part of the challenge for our members is that the different types of dancing involve different degrees of 
risk. 
 
In line dancing there is little or no physical interpersonal contact and it is relatively easy to maintain 
physical distancing.  But the amount of physical exertion and thus the expulsion of airborne particles is 
the greatest of the three types of dancing. 
 



Round dancing, being a form of ballroom dancing, involves the close physical contact of two people but it 
is relatively easy to maintain physical distancing between couples.  Depending on the dance rhythm the 
amount of physical exertion varies from moderate to heavy (Latin dances as a rule require more exertion 
than say a slow two-step or waltz). 
 
Square dancing required 8 people in a square with the composition of the squares changing frequently.  
All 8 dancers would normally have contact with all the other dancers in the square, including holding 
hands and close body contact when executing certain moves such as a 360 degree partner spin.  The 
degree of exertion is generally low to moderate with the occasional fast dance. 
 
None of our clubs own the halls in which we dance. They are rented on an hourly basis from local 
municipal governments, churches and school boards. 
 
We realize that ultimately any decision as to when dancing may resume and under what conditions is 
going to be the responsibility of the local Public Health authority, but we are trying to get some idea of 
under what circumstances the three forms of dancing could reasonably expect to start up safely; what 
public health conditions would likely apply (masks, social distancing, sanitizing etc); and what other 
measures our members should or could take to minimize the risk of spreading the COVID virus. 
Given that we rent our dance facilities from 3rd parties but operate independently from them, we are also 
wondering whether either we or the property owners can legally insist that our dancers be fully 
vaccinated in order to participate in our activity. 
 
Any other guidance that you can provide would also be greatly appreciated. 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
On August 20, Audley replied as follows: 
 
I’m following back up on your enquiry regarding your Federation being able to safely resume its activities 
during Stage 3. 
 
Your question regarding the facility is an interesting one because the rules may differ depending on who 
you’re renting from. There are a different set of rules in place if the facility is a community centre versus 
a restaurant or church. 
 
Having said that, I believe the best approach would be to use the guidelines that are outlined for facilities 
dedicated to indoor and outdoor sports and recreational fitness activities.  
 
In the case of an indoor facility, the total number of members of the public permitted to be in the facility 
at any one time must be limited to 50 per cent of the capacity of the facility, as determined in accordance 
with subsection 3 (3) of Schedule 1. 
 
The person responsible for the facility, or, where there is no such responsible person, the person holding a 
permit for the use of the facility, must, record the name and contact information of every member of the 
public who enters the facility, maintain the records for a period of at least one month, and only disclose 
the records to a medical officer of health or an inspector under the Health Protection and Promotion Act 
on request for a purpose specified in section 2 of that Act or as otherwise required by law. 
 
The person responsible for the facility or, where there is no such responsible person, the person holding a 
permit for the use of the facility, must actively screen individuals who enter the facility in accordance 



with the advice, recommendations and instructions of the Office of the Chief Medical Officer of Health 
before they enter the facility. 
 
Subsection 3.1 (4) of Schedule 1 does not apply to members of the public engaged in sports or games at 
facilities for indoor or outdoor sports and recreational fitness activities or to seated spectators at a seated 
event at such a facility. 
 
As far as masking goes, every member of the public of the venue must wear a mask or face covering in a 
manner that covers their mouth, nose and chin, unless they are entitled to any of the exceptions or are 
seated with members of their own household only, and every member of the household is seated at least 
two metres from every person outside their household. 
 
Provisions allows for the temporary removal of a mask “to engage in an athletic or fitness activity” which 
should address your question related to anyone engaged in actual dancing. 
 
As far as vaccinations goes, it would be an individual business decision on how you safely operated while 
adhering to the restrictions listed under the provincial regulations. There are no specific guidelines or 
rules around what you can and can’t do in this regard. 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Ottawa 
 Specific COVID-19 Terms and Conditions for Rentals 
 
1. The following individuals are not permitted to participate in the rental: 
 a. Anyone who is sick or has any of the following symptoms: fever/chills, cough, sore throat/difficulty 

swallowing, runny nose, shortness of breath/difficulty breathing, loss of taste/smell, not feeling 
well, unexplained tiredness/muscle aches, headache, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, or abdominal pain. 

 b. Anyone who has recently returned from travelling outside of Canada, in the past 14 days. 
 c. Anyone who has knowingly been exposed to or been in contact with anyone who has tested positive 

for COVID-19, in the past 14 days.  
 
 2. The maximum number of people/participants in the rentable space shall be based on the allowable 

capacity limits applicable under the Provincial Regulations while also allowing for the prescribed 
physical distancing. If the rented space contains both an indoor and outdoor area, the maximum 
numbers may not be combined so as to increase the applicable limit on the number of people in the 
rented space. 

 
 3. Any activity that is likely to result in individuals coming within 2 metres of others in the 

facility/rented space is not permitted unless it is in conformance with one or more of the physical 
distancing exceptions under the Provincial regulations and is consistent with Ottawa Public Health 
guidance. 

 
 4. Subject to certain exemptions under the City of Ottawa Temporary Mask By-law 2020-186 it is 

mandatory that all individuals wear a mask indoors in public places to help limit the risk of spread 
of COVID-19 to others. Masks must be provided by the participants or contract holder. 

 
 5. Renters have access to the main building lobby, room rental, assigned washrooms, and first aid if 

required. Social areas, canteens, change rooms and shared use of kitchens will remain closed and no 
access will be permitted. 

 



 6. Attendance and COVID screening will be mandatory for all participants accessing the rented space. 
The contract holder, upon request, will provide Ottawa Public Health a completed COVID 
Screening Log with the names of all individuals who use the rented space. The Log must be kept by 
the Contract Holder for a period of at least one (1) month from the last day the rented space is used 
for the purpose of tracing in the event of a COVID-19 outbreak. 

 
 7. Individuals are encouraged to bring their own equipment/supplies/materials. Any shared item(s) 

must be sanitized between each use. Sanitizing products must be provided by the contract holder. 
See Environmental cleaning guide. 

 
 8. Food handling to comply with Provincial Regulations and Ottawa Public Health Guidelines for 

Reopening your food establishment. 
 
 9. The contract holder shall ensure compliance with applicable provincial laws and regulations with 

respect to COVID-19 including all public health official guidance including current Ottawa Public 
Health recommendations and guidance related to COVID-19. Please visit Ottawa Public Health to 
learn more. 

 
I agree with the above terms and conditions and acknowledge that I am responsible for ensuring 
compliance with COVID-19 specific measures and shall make a copy of these terms and conditions 
available for inspection by users if requested. I further acknowledge that additional COVID-19 measures 
may be required or the City may cancel the rental contract as a result of COVID-19 related laws and 
regulations or guidance from public health officials.  


